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Requirement

MSGP Section 4.2 – Visual 
Assessment of Stormwater 
Discharges
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Assessment Frequency

Two per wet season:

Summer 

June 1–October 31

Winter 

November 1 – May 31 
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Procedures
 Clean, clear glass, or plastic 

container, and examined in a well-
lit area

 Collected within the first 30 
minutes of discharge

 On discharges at 
least 72 hrs from 
previous discharge
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Characteristics
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Color



STORM

Odor

Debris

 Sewage

 Blockage
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Clarity
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Solids

 Floating

 Settled

 Suspended
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Foam
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Oil Sheen
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Other Obvious Indicators of 
Pollution
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Exceptions

Absence of discharge

Adverse conditions
 Substantially 

identical 
outfalls
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Exceptions (cont.)

 Inactive and unstaffed sites
Only applies to facilities without

exposed materials and activities

No exemptions 
from sector-
specific 
requirements!
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Documentation

 Location(s)

Date & time of collection

Name & signature of 
personnel performing 
assessment
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Documentation (cont.)

 Results of observations

 Probable sources of any 
observed contamination

 Reason not assessed w/in 
first 30 min (if applicable)
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Normal Stormwater Sample!
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Questions
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For more information on the materials 
in this presentation contact: 

Lisa Spahr
Engineering and Environmental Consultants, Inc (EEC)

602-248-7702  x7314

LSpahr@eecphx.com


